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ñEmotionò 
    by Rev. Eli O. Klingensmith   

  

 My Friend, from the earliest time, people have taken different views of the place of emotions in our  lives. Some 

regard emotion as one of Godôs many good gifts that enrich our lives. Others consider emotions as a hindrance to our 

well-being. After the first century, certain Christian theologians developed the idea that ñthe Passionsò resulted directly 

from the Fall, and, as such, they are sinful.             

 We must acknowledge that emotions play a significant role in our lives. Almost every one of our daily activities 

involves our feelings. I do not believe that our emotions stem from the Fall. Scripture reports numerous instances when 

Jesus experienced emotions. God made us in Godôs image, with the ability to experience and express feelings.  

 Emotion constitutes a legitimate part of almost every attitude and practice of healthy religion. How could we 

obey Jesusô command, ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind,ò (Matthew 22:37), without the exercise of our feelings? The poet Matthew Arnold quite rightly pointed out, ñThe 

true meaning of religion is thus not simply morality, but morality touched by emotion.ò     

 Those who renounce or suppress their feelings mistakenly deny an important aspect of their humanity. Emotion 

gives color to our lives, enriches our relationships and enhances our enjoyment of the world in which we live.  

 Because our emotions constitute such a powerful force in our lives, I believe we must watch over them carefully. 

Too low an emotional state can leave us indifferent and apathetic, leading to depression. Too high an emotional state 

can cloud our reason, propelling us into foolish actions.          

 Emotions can flow from any number of sources: drugs, the influence of others, and our changing physical states 

can produce a complicated assortment of feelings. Although emotions did not originate with the Fall of Adam and Eve, 

they can often bear the marks of the Fall.          

 We sometimes forget that emotions are related to peopleôs ñpersonality typesò. Some people tend to feel deeply, 

and others tend to think deeply. As a result, Christians do not experience religion in the same ways. Emotional religious 

experiences may not be superior to calm religious decisions. Valid Christian experience does not depend on the       

presence or absence of feeling. Mature Christian discipleship often requires that we say ñNoò to feelings that contradict 

biblical religion. And, when our emotional disposition pulls us down, we are sustained by our faith, not our feelings.  

 Again, Jesus stated in Matthew 12:37, ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.ò Our heart, soul and mind are ways you and I experience that we are alive. Jesus wants us to be 

alive: to feel and to think. Jesus seems to indicate that there needs to be a balance between thinking and feeling,       

especially when confused, excited, and depressed.          

 Thank God that God gave us feelings. Whatever the emotion you feel, feel it. That emotion is telling you     

something you need to feel.                                                                                                                                                                    

                      Eli     
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Consistory       
Meeting                 
Highlights                                  
September 10, 

2018 
 

 

 

1.  Rob Ramey opened the meeting with devotions,    

 ñInternal Joy Gone Publicò. 

2.   During Spiritual Council, the discussion centered 

 around conversations at the Main Street        

 Festival.  

3.   The Greater Canton Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

 to be held at Zion on November 19th. 

4.    Rev. Stricklin is planning a Taize service during 

 Lent. 

5.    During Deaconôs Council some fundraisers were 

 discussed for the fall and spring.  

6.    Both Councils discussed our financial situation. Our 

 General Fund is in the red the end of August. If 

 you can increase your giving the next four 

 months, it will be a great help in keeping our       

 finances in the black.  

7.    It was announced the church received an additional 

 bequest in the amount of $10,000.00 from the 

 Judy Cawthorne estate.  

8.    John Royer made a presentation regarding               

 investing.  

9.    Consistory agreed to invest some of our funds with 

 Charles Schwab through TTG Financial, Inc. 

 James Evans Financial Adviser. This will              

 generate income for Zion. 

10.   Consistory will hold a retreat October 13 at the Inn 

 at University Village.  

11.   The meeting closed with prayer for Rev. Eric 

 Stricklin and Rita during his surgery and         

 recovery.  

 

Barbara Steinbauer, Consistory President 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

C O U R A G E  

The greatest victory in living lies not in 

never falling, but in rising every time we 

fall. òI can do all  things through Christ 

which strengthens me.ó 

Philippians 4:13  

ñJesus Loves You. Be Kindò 

For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor  

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

-Romans 8:38-39- 

 In a 2017, performance, comedian Patton Oswalt   

reflected on the sudden and tragic death of his wife, mystery 

novelist Michelle McNamara just a year earlier. In this reflec-

tion, he recalls something she always used to say when the 

two of them would talk about the tense and sometimes very 

difficult current state of the world and human relationships. 

McNamara would say, simply, ñItôs chaos. Be kind,ò and     

Oswalt claims that those words have become a new founda-

tion for how he tries to live, even without his beloved. Be kind. 

That seems so very simple; but being reminded of the               

importance of kindness seems more radical and important 

than ever before.  

 I donôt necessarily share the idea that ñitôs chaos.ò I 

believe in my heart that God is in control of what happens in 

the world, and as Romans 8 suggests, we are not, nor can we 

ever be separated from God. That said, the world can feel 

pretty chaotic these days. Too often it seems like many of us 

humans are just waiting for reasons to be angry with total 

strangers, or even our neighbors. It now seems that all it 

takes to end once strong friendships is a difference of opin-

ion, and thatôs heartbreaking. Every day on social media there 

is more name calling and bullying than what anyone can keep 

track of, and that is too bad.  

 None of that has to stay true though, my dear friends. 

Why? Well, God loves you, and me, and all people, and that 

is revealed to us Christians most clearly in the life & ministry, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. There isnôt anything 

you or I, or anyone else can do to make God stop loving us. 

Not one thing. The fact that we exist, and God created us is 

enough reason for God to love us forever, and to do so un-

conditionally. Since thatôs true, Jesus says that we are sup-

posed to do the same thing. Weôre supposed to love one an-

other and treat one another as if we are all created and loved 

by God, which we are! That isnôt always easy, and no one 

expects that it will be, but it also isnôt nearly as difficult or 

complicated as we sometimes make it.  

 We canôt solve the worlds problems all at once, and 

there are good reasons why we wonôt always see eye to eye. 

Disagreement isnôt always a bad thing. What we can do 

though, is be kind. We can be kind to friends, and neighbors, 

and total strangers, and we can be kind to them simply       

because they exist. We can be kind to people because we  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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are loved, and they are loved, and all 

people are loved, and nothing can 

change that. Jesus loves you, and me, 

and my neighbor, and your neighbor, and the person bagging 

your groceries, and even the person driving a little too slowly 

on the highway. Jesus loves us no matter what, so be kind.  

 

With kindness. 

Rev. Eric Stricklin 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

October 

Youth Calendar 

 

 

Confirmation 
Our Confirmation Class will be having its first ñService Satur-

dayò on October 27
th
. Our students, and mentors who would 

like to join, will be working to serve some of our members who 

could use a helping hand around their yards this fall. We will 

be leaf raking, pulling weeds, and anything else that folks 

might need. Students are asked to be at Zion by 9 am. We 

will eat lunch together during the day. Youth are encouraged 

to bring a friend for this day of service.  

  

On Sunday, October 28
th
, our Confirmands will share, in     

worship, brief reflections on what they have learned through 

their first unit of class and first Service Saturday. This will  

replace the Childrenôs Message that morning and is sure to 

be a great way to encourage the learning of Zionôs young 

people! We hope youôll be there.   

 

Middle & High 

School Youth 

Group 
Zion UCC Youth 

Group will meet on 

the 3
rd
 Sunday of   

every  month from 6:30 to 8 pm in Beck Fellowship Hall. This 

year, we will be sharing in a program called ñThink. Believe. 

Do.ò We will explore challenging questions that come up for 

Christian youth, and we will encounter God through video les-

sons, conversation, skits/role playing, games, and of course 

FOOD. All students, grades 6-12 are invited! Friends are AL-

WAYS welcome and encouraged!  

           

Merge 
Merge is a monthly collaborative 

youth ministry program, shared 

amongst several churches in 

Stark County. Churches with 

smaller to medium size middle & 

high school youth groups       

combine efforts to provide youth with a larger youth group 

experience. Merge leads youth through discussion on      

challenging topics that affect their lives, fun games, service 

opportunities, and fosters new friendships. 

  

In 2018, Merge will be hosted by Zion on the following        

Sundays from 6-8 pm: 

 Sunday, October 7
th
, Zion UCC 

 Sunday, November 4
th
, Zion UCC 

 

Young Adult Bible Study 
Adults looking for a Sunday evening, 

casual, but deep thinking Bible study 

are invited to join us for ñShort      

Stories by Jesus,ò an exploration of 

the parables that Jesus so famously used as his favorite 

teaching tool. We will try to understand how Jesusôs 1
st
      

century audience would have related to these stories, and 

how they relate to our world today. Starting in October and 

through November, this group will meet on the 2
nd
 and 4

th
 

Sunday of each month from 6:30 to 8 pm. The group will   

decide together when to meet in December. 

 

Sunday Funday - October 28th  
Our popular Sunday Fundays make 

their return this month! Zion youth, their 

families, and friends are invited to join 

us at Sky Zone Trampoline Park in 

Belden Village on Sunday, October 28
th
 from 12 pm to 2 pm. 

The cost is $10 per person and includes a group pizza party 

when weôre done jumping. You can either meet us at Sky 

Zone or take the church bus, which will leave Zion at 11:45 

am. Bring friends! All are welcome! 
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       GriefShare is on Tuesdays  

GriefShare grief recovery seminar and     

support group will continue on Tuesdays 

from 6-8 pm through November 27. If you 

have any questions or would like more      

information, contact Connie Hausenfleck at 

330.495.7433. You may also check our 

church website: OurZionUCC.org for full  

details.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Pipe Organ Hymns+ October 4th at 12:15 

If you enjoy listening to Ralph Morrison play 

the Schantz pipe organ on Sunday morn-

ings, pencil in the first Thursday of each 

month at 12:15 and stop by the Sanctuary. 

Ralph shares his talent by preparing a great 

30-minute program with a handout sharing 

information about the pieces he is performing. Make it a 

monthly date!  Youôll be glad you did. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

MOPS -  Mothers of         

Preschoolers 

MOPS is off to a strong start this 

year with 10 moms and a nice 

group of little ones in the MOPPETS. We meet on the first 

and third Thursdays from 6-730 pm. The MOPPETS have 

such a great time together and are building friendships just 

like the moms. Thank you to those who have been helping 

with the MOPPETS so the moms may have their meeting. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

October Zion Lunch Away 

On October 7th, we will join our church family 

for the Ecuador Mission Trip Presentation and 

covered-dish luncheon following worship. The 

meat, table service and drinks are provided. 

Please donôt let the covered-dish part keep 

you away. There is always plenty of food. You can also just 

pick up a prepared item from the grocery store. Please come 

and share in the fellowship. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

    New Memberôs Class 

If you have been coming to Zion 

for a while and would like to join 

our Christian fellowship, please 

let Rev. Eli know of your intent. 

A New Members Class will   

commence soon.  

 Troop 1 Scoop 

Troop 1 has a new Scoutmaster, 

Roger Crihfield. He has a great 

group of leaders and they will con-

tinue to provide the  Troop with 

much adventure and fun.  

Oct 12-14 Camping & Fishing at Atwood Lake 

Regular Weekly Scout Meetings are Tuesdays at 7 pm.  

For information regarding these events or joining the scout 

troop, contact Mr. Roger Crihfield, Scoutmaster. There is 

also a Boy Scout mailbox outside the Church Office.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 New Scout Troop 

A new, all-girl BSA Scout Troop will be start-

ing here at Zion soon. There will be a Meet & 

Greet on Thursday, October 11th, November 

8th, and January 10th in the Multi-Purpose 

Room. For more information, please contact Kym Nixon, 

Scoutmaster, at Troop111northcanton@gmail.com.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  Pack 1 Posts 

This pack has scout dens for both boys 

and girls beginning with the Lions 

(kindergarten & parents). There are also 

Tigers (1st grade & parents), Wolves (2nd 

graders), Bears (3rd  graders), and     

Webelos (4th & 5th graders). The Den 

meetings are held on Tuesdays throughout the month. 

All pack meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month in 

Zionôs Beck Fellowship Hall.  

For additional contact information about Cub Scouts, please 

contact: 

Mathew Erickson, Committee Chair, at 

mathew.erickson3@gmail.com or  

Andrew Wright, Cubmaster, at andrew.wright86@icloud.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   Itôs Popcorn Time                                  

All of the scouts will be selling popcorn this 

month. The Cub Scouts will have their Show & 

Sell in the Cloister on October 7th and 28th 

from 9 am - noon. Support our Cub Scouts by 

buying a gift for someone else or maybe a 

treat for yourself.  
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 World Communion Sun., October 7th  

World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive 

opportunity to experience Holy Communion in the context of 

the global community of faith. The first Sunday of October has 

become a time when Christians in every culture break bread 

and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head 

of the Church. On that day, they remember that they are part 

of the whole body of believers. Whether shared in a grand 

cathedral, a mud hut, outside on a hilltop, in a meetinghouse, 

or in a storefront, Christians celebrate the communion liturgy 

in as many ways as there are congregations. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ecuador Mission Trip                     
Presentation and Covered-Dish 

October 7th at Noon 

Bring your favorite covered-dish to share 

and enjoy this time as a church family. 

Pam & Alycia Kakos will share their great 

summer experience in Ecuador. It is always such a heart-

warming program full of love. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Saturday, October 20th from 10-1 

The Annual Missions Food Drive benefiting 

Stark County Hunger Task Force will be here 

soon. There are bags available in the Cloister. 

Please take a bag and fill it with in-date/non-

perishable food items and return it to the 

church. Simply pull under the Portico and we 

will unload your donation. Donated items will 

be picked up by a Stark County Hunger Task Force distributor 

immediately following the event. Remember if you shop at 

Acme for this event  and buy Food Club or ACME brand  

products to save your receipt and turn it in the box for the  

ACME Cash Back Program located in the Cloister.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Community Cash Back 

Zion is once again participating in the 

ACME Community Cashback Program. 

Bring your 2018 cash register slips    

dated August 9
th
-December 29

th
 to the 

Church and place them in the box in the 

Cloister. Thank you for supporting this 

Missions Committee Fundraiser.      

As a service project for the MOPS 

Ministry, we invite the church to 

help us fill boxes for disadvantage 

children all over the world. Like 

last year, in addition to the MOPS    

families filling boxes, the Thursday 

Classical Conversations group will         

participate. With help from the  

Missions Committee, we have purchased 100 red and green 

boxes from Operation Christmas Child. The boxes will soon 

be available in the Cloister for you to fill and return to Zion 

Church by November 11th. There is a special coloring page 

for the children and youth to complete and include in their 

box. The boxes will then be taken to a local collection center. 

Be sure to go on-line and purchase the postage for your box. 

This helps the organization and allows you to follow your box 

to its destination. Last year most of our boxes went to Peru. 

Letôs bring some joy to the worldôs children.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Zionôs Mission Committee will once 

again be sponsoring some local 

families in need this Christmas 

through the Community Christmas 

Program. Our plan is to have our 

Giving Tree up early November as 

soon as we get our family           

assignments. Tags for gifts and 

grocery store gift cards will be placed on the tree in the   

Cloister. When you pull a tag please make sure you sign your 

name on the sheet for the person /number you selected. 

Please consider pulling a name or two and helping a couple of 

local less-fortunate families Christmas a little brighter. Gifts 

will be due back to the Church on Sunday, December 2nd. If 

you would like to participate or contribute and are unable to 

shop, please contact Brenda Shelkofsky. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


