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Zion United Church of Christ, 413 South Main Street. North Canton, QOhio 44720

Dearest Members and Friends of Zion United Church of Christ,

We've come to Summer at last! And what a wonderful Summer to enjoy: all across this great nation, COVID-19
vaccination programs report major success, mask mandates are being lifted, and we're getting back into the swing of things.
This month we’ll enjoy time away on vacation, we’'ll have the long-awaited return of our VBS program (many thanks to Alycia
Kakos and all of Christian Education for your leadership!), and we’ll have fresh opportunities to gather with friends and family.

So what lessons have we learned, individually and collectively, during the preceding time of hardship and stress?

One thing | am choosing to take away from this time of social cut-backs and new stressors is the need for appropriate self-
care. On our recent vacation, Anne and | listened to an audio book by Dr. Nadine Burke Harris, The Deepest Well, a
fascinating story about Dr. Harris’ research and work with adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). A major part of her work
deals with toxic stress, a biologically-based condition in which adverse experiences have contributed to chronic problems in
mental, emotional, physical health, and even life-span (people with toxic stress tend to lose telomere length, which results in
premature aging). We listened to it because of our interest in foster care, but many of the lessons were so very applicable to
everyday life. Refreshingly, Dr. Harris actually offered solutions to the problem of toxic stress: sufficient sleep, proper nutrition,
daily exercise, mindfulness, and healthy relationships.

When | consider these things, it immediately occurs to me that many have been significantly impaired by the
pandemic (at least they have for me!). But as we now come out of the proverbial woods, may | suggest we recommit
ourselves to these things, for our health and the health of our believing community?

As life slows down a bit during the Summer months, let's remember the admonition of Psalm 127:2, “In vain you rise

up early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat—for he grants sleep to those he loves.” In short, get some sleep!
Jesus told us that he came to give us abundant life (John 10:10), but how many of us are limping along because we haven’t
paid attention to our health needs? And as Americans, we are often poorly nourished (though not poorly fed) and
under-exercised. Are we not more able to live the life Jesus calls us to if we can live in better balance? When we feel better,
we act better, we think better, we have more energy and joy.

One of Harris’ recommendations, mindfulness, is actually part of historical practice. We might think of yoga and
meditation as “other” than our faith, but as Christians, we are encouraged to meditate on God’s ways (Psalm 119:15), to
spend time in prayer and reflection (Philippians 4:6-9). Whatever way you choose to engage in mindfulness, | hope you will
find opportunities to slow down, recenter yourself, and seek God’s will for your life, not only as an appropriate spiritual
exercise, but also for your general wellness!

Last but not least, | hope that one thing we commit to is the importance of all our relationships. As the old saying
goes, “absence makes the heart grow fonder,” and I'm sure there are so many family members and friends you all are very
eager to reconnect with (if you haven’t already!). | hope you welcome June with a renewed love for your people, whoever they
are and that you find much fulfillment in gathering with them.

Of course, if you are more of an introvert, this past year may have made you feel more comfortable on your own — and
now you're looking forward with some anxiety about the “have to’s” of social interaction. My hope is that at least with these
months of reenergizing self-care, you are more able to participate socially in ways that don’t overdo it. But we hope you'll
gather too, because 1) healthy relationships are key for helping you sort out stress; and 2) we need you on this journey too!
May we all grow in these good and healthy practices as a part of our journey to be like Jesus.

In service to His Kingdom,

Pastor Carl
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Rev. Eli Klingensmith
Pastor to Senior Ministries

Friends, many of us have read several of Thom S. Rainers
books. Thom is a writer, researcher, founder and CEO of
Church Answers. I've copied one of Thom’s thought
provoking emails for you to read.

It is one of the top three requests for help we get at
Church Answers: “Our church membership continues to get
older. What do we do?”

The members and leadership see the handwriting on
the wall. One church leader with whom | spoke just two days
ago summarized their challenge. Ten years ago the church’s
median age of church members was 42. Today it is 74. One-
half of the church members are 74 years old and older.

Many of the younger members left for a variety of
reasons. They have not been replaced with similar age
members. The congregation is getting older rapidly. The
leader with whom | spoke said his church would not be able to
sustain itself financially within three or four years.

Is there a solution to this challenge? Based upon
some great insights from church leaders, | do indeed see how
God is working to move the aging church forward. Here are
the five most common responses we have gotten at Church
Answers:

1. Don’t default to hiring someone to make the church
younger. Some aging churches have the financial ability to
add staff. And some of those churches think the solution is
hiring a family minister, a youth minister, a children’s minister,
or some combination of the three. It never works. It is a clear
indicator the laity have given up doing the work of ministry and
have resorted to “hired hands.” It's ineffective. Even more,
it's unbiblical.

2. Look to the strengths and the gifts of the older
congregants. One pastor with whom | spoke said he
gathered together about 25 of the older adults in his church.
He asked a simple question: What abilities and gifts do you
have to connect with younger people? He was amazed at the
results and the energy in the room. That one meeting
became a launching point for many efforts by these older
adults to reach beyond the walls of the church.

3. Find places where older adults can connect naturally
with younger people. One senior adult became involved in
an ESL (English as a Second Language) ministry. Another
older adult became a math tutor. One senior adult in the
church owned three local fast-food restaurants. He became
highly intentional about connecting with the teenagers and
young adults he hired.

4. Pray for opportunities to reach younger people and
families. Another pastor shared his church’s initial success at
getting younger. They simply prayed for opportunities to
connect with younger people. As they prayed, the
opportunities came. As they prayed their eyes opened to
those opportunities.

5. Get outside eyes to make your church aware of
opportunities. One of the elements | value most in church
consultation is the fresh set of eyes it offers. Sometimes, a
new perspective can be paradigmatic in moving the church
toward reaching more young people. Let us know if we can
help by contacting us at info@churchanswers.com.

Hear me clearly. An older church is not an inferior
church. Older Christians have much to offer in both wisdom
and experience. But if a church’s membership ages rapidly,
the congregation is indeed in danger of losing its
effectiveness, and potentially seeing its doors close.

Can an older

Absolutely.

congregation become younger?

And it's an incredible story of God’s grace and power
when we see it take place.

| love how practical Thom is in sharing his thoughts,
ideas and insights. Let me know what you think.

Peace,

Eli
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We reach out in love to our Church family
and friends who have lost loved ones. May
God's blessing, comfort and peace surround
you and your family.

¢ Delores Schweitzer on the March 24 passing of her son,
Bruce.

¢ Darlene Cross and Mike & Kathy Macris and family on the
passing of their husband and father, Jim Cross, on May 5.

¢ The friends and family of our dear member, Anne Shilling,
who passed away on May 10.

In Onr
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April 12 Consistory Meeting Highlights

* The search for a new full-time and part-time custodian
continues. All Zion members are asked to forward any
prospective names to the Church office.

* The Nominating Committee reported that only one member
has agreed to accept the position of Deacon and one member
has agreed to accept the position of Elder. The ZUCC By-laws
( Section 4 ) stipulate that the congregation shall elect two
Deacons and two Elders annually. All members are asked to
give prayerful thought as to their desire to serve Zion in these
capacities.

*  Began discussion on the request by the Property
Committee to allow for a percentage of rental income to build
a fund directed toward security/safety systems, air
conditioning, boilers, etc.

* Consistory passed several updated By-laws as proposed by
the Policies and Procedures Committee.

*

All Consistory members were asked to complete the
Consistory self-evaluation survey and the Senior Pastor
evaluation survey.

*  Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 23, 2021,
immediately following our worship service. We will be voting
on the proposed new Consistory members and recommended
amendments to our Constitution.

* Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 7 - 11, 2021
from 9:00 am to noon.

Respectfully submitted ,

Rick Fisher

Consistory President
+++++++++H+H
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We THANK YOU for your hard work these past six years.
Working to make good contacts with all our supply
companies, saving Zion money in so many ways. Scheduling
outside workers, as well, as custodial staff, making sure our

Church building runs smoothly. We do not know what we are
going to do without you!

Jeff,

We are going to miss having you around — You were always

willing to lend a hand to help, and your good mood has always
been contagious. We know we’ll never find someone who can
“herd cats” as well as you.

Congratulations on your final escape from our many phone
calls for help, especially the calls on your days off!

We hope you have a long, healthy and happy retirement.
Enjoy all your travels and time with Joyce and your beautiful
family!

Zion United Church of Christ ~ Property Committee

Steve, Tim, Dave and Connie
+++++++++++
Zion Church,

Thank you so much for allowing us to use your pavilion for our
monthly meeting!

St Paul's Troop 60575
+++++++++++ R

Katie,

| cannot believe it has been a year since you started here at
Zion as the office manager. What a year it has been. We are
blessed to have you here. You have made the transition look
so easy. | am sure as a church member you had no idea the
number of details that happen in the church building every
day. | have witnessed respect and love from staff and church
members, and | am so happy for you. You are doing a great
job. All of us are so glad you are here.

Connie Hausenfleck
++++++++++ A+

Thank you to Connie Hausenfleck for sharing your time and
talent changing out the display case from Mother's Day to
Memorial Day. If you are at Church on Sunday mornings or
come to the Church for any committee meetings, make sure
you stop by the Narthex and look at the display case. Take
time to read the poster about the Gold Star Memorial
Monument that is in Price Park and above all remember what
Memorial Day is really about.
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Prayer & Praise - Tuesdays at 1 pm

Join us for Prayer & Praise every
Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 pm in the
Chapel. Please wear a mask and
follow social distance rules. Prayer
requests can be called into the office
at 330-499-8191 or dropped in the offering plate on Sunday
morning. Your prayer request will be addressed at the next
Prayer and Praise meeting.

\Y

ER OF
PRA

VER

s e/ N

++++++HH bR

Youth Group

SWAG (Saved With Amazing Grace) is
Zion’s youth group for 7"-12" grade youth.
¥ Our youth group is engaging in fun activities
and discussion of topics chosen by our youth.
If you or someone you know is a youth
=4 looking to connect here at Zion and build
lasting friendships based on the ways of Jesus, come check
us out! We will meet:
June 2 @ 7 pm in the Parlor

June 16 @ 7 pm in the Parlor

TBA: bonfire at the Greens’ and pool party at the Paces’
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Men’s Group

Our men’s group (open to all men 18 and up) gathers twice a
month to study, reflect, pray, and connect! We continue to
meet to build relationships and encourage one another to
learn and grow in our Faith. We hope more will come out and
join us as we attempt to create a space where we can
appreciate what men specifically bring to the life of the

Church. We will meet: .
MEN'S

June 9@ 7 pm
June 23 @ 7 pm MINISTRY

Those who attend are also encouraged to set aside time to go
out afterward on occasion!
+++++++++ R

Pipe Organ Hymns+ June 3

Our magnificent organist, Ralph Morrison,
shares his great talent playing hymn-based
selections and other wonderful pieces. Please
2 join Ralph on Thursday, June 6 at 12:15 pm in
our Sanctuary for his fantastic monthly
program - Pipe Organ Hymns+.

Women’s Group June 15

Zion Women’s Group has been named
‘Invited’” because everyone is always
Invited and welcome to join us at any
time. We are reading and watching
Forgiving What You Can’t Forget by Lysa
Terkeurst. Discover how to move on, make
peace with painful memories, and create a
life that's beautiful again.

FORGIVING
WHAT

You

CAN'T

FORGET

Women’s Group meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7
pm in Beck Fellowship Hall. If you are not comfortable with
meeting in person we will still send out a link for you to
participate through Zoom. If you would like to join and are
not on the email list, please call the Church Office to be
added and to get the Zoom information.

++++++H bR

GriefShare

GRIEFA3SHARE

GriefShare continues through the month of June.

It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right
now. If you've lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend,
you've probably found there are not many people who
understand the deep hurt you feel.

This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have
many questions about things you’'ve never faced before.

GriefShare group meets weekly to help you face these
challenges and move toward rebuilding your life.

You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at
any session. Each is “self-contained,” so you do not have to
attend in sequence. You will find encouragement and help
whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with
GriefShare through the next 13-week cycle and view any of
the videos you have not seen.

I T S T S S

Church Bus

The Church Bus will be back up
and running as long as we have
two riders or more. If you need
a ride to Church on Sunday
Morning please call the Church
Office at 330-499-8191 and let
us know by Thursday. You will then get a phone call Friday
afternoon to let you know who will be driving the bus to pick
you up. Anyone interested in volunteering to drive the
Church Bus should call the office.

WNeed a ride to church?
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Blessing Box

While the rate of infections from the
pandemic seem to finally be declining
and heading in the right direction,
activity at the Blessing Box seems to
have picked up! Fortunately with the
help of Agape Bread Ministry and
many very generous people (both
members of Zion and the community)
we have been able to keep the box stocked with a nice variety
of food and personal hygiene items. As summer approaches |
can see activity of the Blessing Box possibly increasing as
kids are out of school and home full time. Great stock items
this time of year: cereal, peanut butter, cups of mac and
cheese (the type that only requires water), oatmeal, jelly,
canned pasta’s i.e. Spaghetti O’s, soups, fruit cups and
snacks, canned meats i.e. chicken, tuna, condiments, cake
and brownie mixes, and canned vegetables are just some
food suggestions. Please avoid putting boxed raisins or
sugary items that are not well sealed in the box as they
attract ants.  Toilet paper, paper towels, soap, laundry
detergent, shampoo, deodorant, etc. are some ideas for
personal hygiene items accepted. Of course monetary
donations are always accepted, just make sure you note that
your donation is for the Blessing Box. Please with the limited
space in the box and the current community need limit the
donations you place in the box to food and personal hygiene
items only. Over the winter months boxes of miscellaneous
items that were donated to the box had to be removed to
make room for food and personal hygiene items. A Heartfelt
Thank You to all of you for recognizing the need and the
important ministry that Zion’s Blessing Box provides to our
neighbors in need!
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Vacation Bible School

VBS starts in just a few weeks, June 7
-11 from 9:00-12 Noon. On this faith-
filled adventure, kids discover that 32
trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s s
ups and downs. There are
registration forms in the cloister for
those who want to pre-register their
children. Registration forms can also
be found in the Office. You may also register online through
our Facebook Event or at https://vbspro.events/p/events/
zionrailway If you have friends that are interested in coming
to VBS this year, please feel free to take them registration
forms.

Rt
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Vacation Bible School Staff Meeting: We are having a VBS
Staff meeting on Wednesday, June 2 at 6:30pm. The meeting

will take place in Beck Fellowship. All volunteers need to
attend.

VBS C e | :e e want tadinkite all kids and volunteers
from VBS along with their families to a celebration in our
church pavilion on Friday, June 11 at 6:30pm. Dinner and Ice
Cream will be provided (Hot Dogs, Chips, Fruit, and Ice
Cream). Come out for dinner, games, and fellowship.

VBS Youth Sunday: Sunday, June 13 is Youth Sunday for
the 10:30 am service. Contact Pastor Carl if you are
interested in getting involved.

e

Silly June Holidays

June 2 - National Rocky Road Day

June 3 - National Doughnut Day
June 5 - Hot Air Balloon Day
June 7 - National Chocolate Ice Cream Day

.

June 17 - Eat Your Vegetables Day

June 8 - Best Friend’s Day
June 10 -
June 11 - National Flip Flop Day

Iced Tea Day

June 14 - Flag Day
June 15 - National Prune Day

June 18 - Go Fishing Day
June 19 - World Juggler's Day

June 21 - International Yoga Day
June 22 - National Onion Ring Day
June 25 - Log Cabin Day

June 27 - Sun Glasses Day

e e

Teacher of the Month

Congratulations to Jolynn “‘ ‘,(.: *if;i E/ f:/;/. L
Woofter who has been named - .g.f \\/, / g, *
Canton  Repository’s Walsh r“ 2

University Teacher of the Month @@E@I m
for May! Jolynn teaches 5th /

Grade Math/Science at Pfeiffer ” kLJ’ \

Intermediate School! This is a f . )\-k‘\c ; ='|[| -

wonderful accomplishment and
we are so proud of you!!
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Born 1n June!

1st: Sheridyn Woofter
2nd: Isabella Ramey
3rd: Ron Boeshart

5th: Bonnie McDowell

6th: Karen Conde

7th: Martha Bishop, Sarah Howes
9th: Kimberley Melin

10th:  Katie Sponseller

11th:  Joyce Teeple

12th:  Christy Ray

13th:  Mike Bishop

14th: Lee Yoder

15th:  Dylan Mulheim

16th:  Josh Pace

19th:  Cindy Calvin, Sharyn Green
20th:  Melanie Murray

23rd:  Rev. Eli Klingensmith

24th:  Linda Karlo, Shane Kelly
26th:  Mary Ann Fisher, Lucas Kintz, Jeff Rennicker
27th:  Ruth Frederick

29th:  Kurt Hawkins, Bonnie Stahl
30th:  Marilyn Giey
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BAPPY
ANMIVERSAR Y

June 10,1989
June 13,1981
June 14,1975
June 19,1966
June 21,1974
June 21,1986
June 21,1992
June 22,1968
June 25,1977
June 27,1981

Brad & Roxanne Teis
Randy & Charlotte Powell
Bill & Ann Warren

Ned & Nancy Selinsky
Gary & Nancy Fogle

Jim & Bonnie McDowell
Michael & Jolynn Woofter
Tim & Carolyn Selinsky
Bruce & Cindy Calvin
Terry & Carolyn Chellinsky

’ ¥
Joey Cronin, son of Linda and Joe Cronin, graduated from
North Canton Hoover High School. He is a Summa Scholar,
Marathon Petroleum Scholar, and Eagle Scout. Joey will be
attending the University of Alabama in the fall and he has re-

ceived the Presidential Scholarship. He will be studying com-
puter engineering.

Elena Indorf, graduated with honors from Hoover High
School. She graduated Suma Cum Laude and received the
President’s Award for Educational Excellence. She will be
attending Kent State University in the fall and plans on major-
ing in Psychology. She is the daughter of Chris & Francesca
Indorf and granddaughter of Yvonne Indorf.

Dana Kulma, daughter of Glenn & Jan (Kirby) Kulma,
graduated from Amherst College with a B.A. in Architecture
and Spanish.

Samuel Kirby graduated from Big Walnut High School, in
Sunbury Ohio. He is the son of Philip Kirby. He has enlisted
in the Naval Reserve at Ohio State University.

Ethan Lemin, grandson of David and Donna Brandau,
graduated from Steel Valley High School in Munhall,
Pennsylvania. He will be heading to Penn State in the fall
where he plans on majoring in Computer Engineering.

Holly Tobin graduated from Walsh University with a degree
in Mathematics and AYA Education. Holly will be teaching
Junior and Senior Math at Alliance High School. Proud
parents are Kevin & Kathy Tobin and very proud grandmother
is Dorris Hawkins.

Jaime Tobin graduated from Kent State University Stark
Branch with a Bachelor's Degree in Middle Childhood
Education. Jamie is currently applying for teaching positions
in the area. Proud parents are Kevin & Kathy Tobin and very
proud grandmother is Dorris Hawkins.

Avery Vance, granddaughter of David and Donna Brandau
graduated from Hoover High School. She will be heading to
Ohio University in the fall where she will major in Music
Education and Psychology.
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Phone: 330.499.8191 Emai | ZionUCC@gmail .com Facebook:
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ROOM CODES 1 2 3 4 5
BFH - Beck Hall
C - Chapel .
CSR -Cub Scout Rm Events and 9 Quilters - 223 630 VBS Staff - BFH | 10 sr. Council - BFH | 8 AA - MP 10 Sponsored
L - Library meetings are 915 TOPS - C 7 Youth Group - P 11-3 St Paul - PV Group -
O - Office subject to change. 10 Staff - P . ‘ 1215 Pipe Organ MP/104/109
. iefShare - C ! 7 Troop 111 -
S - Sanctuary weekly bulletins | car'o i - BEH g P
SR - Scout Room ac 9 fl-\ B12/13/MP
PV - Pavilion 7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP =
6 Music 7 8 9 10 11 12
Appreciation
= 9-12 VBS 9-12 VBS 9-12 VBS 9-12 VBS 9-12 VBS 10 Sponsored
¥ ag;ﬁ?ﬁa* =2 10 Executive - P 9 Quilters - 223 7 Men’s Group - P 7 Troop 111 - B12/ 12 July Zeal Info Group -
915 Adult SS - 630 Missions - L 915 TOPS - C B13/MP Due - Office MP/104/109
BFH/111 630 Cub Scouts - 10 Staff - P 630 VBS Celebra- | 2 Eagle Scout
1030 Worship CSR 1 Prayer & Praise - BFH tion - PV Ceremony - PV
630 AA - MP/104/109 | 7 Property - 103 6 GriefShare - C 8 AA - MP
7 Christian Ed - L
7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP
13 VBS Youth |14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday 10 Sponsored
630 Consistory - 103 | 9 Quilters - 223 7 Youth Group - P 7 Troop 111 -B12/ 8 AA - MP Group -
915 Adult SS - 915 TOPS - C B13/ MP MP/104/109
BFH/111 10 Staff- P 2-8 Rental - BFH
1030 Worship 1 Prayer & Praise - BFH
1-5 BSA - 6 GriefShare - C
103/104/110/Parlor 6 Troop 1 Comm - MP
630 AA - MP/104/109 7 Troop 1 - SR/MP
7 Women’s Group -
BFH
20 Father’s Day |21 22 23 24 25 26
915 Adult SS - 9 Quilters - 223 7 Men’s Group - P 1 Personnel - 103 8-4 CC - S/BFH 10 Sponsored
BFH/111 915 TOPS - C 7 Troop 111 -B12/ 8 AA - MP Group -
1030 Worship 10 Staff - P B13/MP MP/104/109

630 AA - MP/104/109

1 Prayer & Praise - BFH
6 GriefShare - C

7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP

7 Memorial Ed - P

27

630 Oatmeal
Breakfast - Canton
915 Adult SS -
BFH/111

1030 Worship

630 AA - MP/104/109

28

29

9 Quilters - 223

915 TOPS -C

10 Staff - P

1 Prayer & Praise - BFH
6 GriefShare - C

7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP

30




