Zeal for Zion Angust 2020 Volume 8

Zion United Church of Christ, 413 South Main Street. North Canton, QOhio 44720

Do You Want to Get Well?
By Rev. Eli O. Klingensmith

For years, a man had stayed at the side of the pool of Bethesda, waiting with many other disabled folks for a chance
to get into the water. It was thought that the pool of Bethesda held healing powers, and that when the miraculous water
bubbled, the first one in the pool received healing. But this man, identified in John 5: 2-9, was not able to move without help.
Someone had to carry him to the pool in the morning and come back for him in the afternoon.

By the side of the pool, he had been so close, yet so far away from victory. He felt defeated and helpless to make the
move into the healing waters. He was identified by his defeat. Hopeless Man. Forgotten Man. Lame Man.

He had been ill longer than the years Jesus lived on Earth. Jesus died at 33, and this man had been ill for 38 years.
But this new day would be different because Jesus happened to walk that way, compelled to stop and speak to this one stuck
by the side of the pool. Jesus asked a question that penetrated into his soul. “Do you want to get well?” The man replies, “I
have no one to help me into the pool”...Jesus said “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” Immediately, the man was healed.

The mat that had held him for 38 years now became the mat that he held. The man who had been helpless was now
hopeful. The Forgotten Man was now noticed. Jesus’ command to “Get up” reached far into this man’s soul. He made the
effort. He got up. He had a new name. Healed Man.

William Barclay writes, “Here is the road to achievement. There are so many things in this world which defeat us.
When we have intensity of desire and determination to make the effort, hopeless though it may seem, the power of Christ gets
its opportunity, and with Him we can conquer the things that for a long time have conquered us.”

My friend, as long as he was lying on a mat and not bothering anyone, he was not a problem for anyone. However,
as soon as the religious folks learned he was carrying a mat on the Sabbath, their holy day, he was immediately a problem.
The rules of religion collided with the grace of God, and what should have been a beautiful moment was tarnished with
tradition.

Loud shouts of “the law forbids you to carry your mat on the Sabbath!” We don’t do that jumped all over the Healed
Man. It was not the law of Moses but their traditional interpretation of it that prohibited carrying loads of any kind on the
Sabbath.

Many denominations and churches, including Zion UCC, have been stuck by the side of a pool, lying on mats of
difficulty and differences for more than 38 years. We need to pick up our mats of uncertainty and move into the waters of
healing grace.

As long as we have been lying on our mat and not bothering anyone, we posed no threat to anyone. However, as
soon as we started carrying our mats, others were not pleased. Different opinions clashed as we struggled to keep our
beloved church afloat.

Then, Jesus comes along and asks the church, “Do you want to get well?” Something about that question reached
deep into our soul.

We do. We are. We want our mats to hold us no longer. We feel confidence as the waters stir. We are ready, with
Christ, to conquer those things that for a long time have conquered us.

The healing waters of Bethesda show no partiality. Its miracle is for all believers.

“Do you want to get well?” El
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Consistory Meeting Highlights
July 13, 2020

¢ The new boiler has been ordered and should be installed
prior to the cold weather.

¢ The Next Generation Pastor Search Committee has
conducted candidate interviews and is moving forward
with its responsibilities.

¢ With the COVID-19 situation ongoing, we will continue
with our 10:30 am Sunday Worship Service in the
Sanctuary for those who are comfortable attending and
will continue our online presence with our Facebook
Page. Our average attendance since beginning our “in
person” service on June 21, 2020 has been 53 people
with approximately 160 people either watching live on our
Facebook Page or viewing on our website during the
week.

¢ Reminder of our Annual Congregational Meeting this
Sunday (7/19/2020) following our regular service. This
will be broadcast on our Facebook Page. We will be
electing our new Consistory members.

In God’s Service,
Rick Fisher, Consistory President

Lidim
LEADERSHIP

Dear od,
Bless our school.
Bless our teachers.
Bless our pupils.
Bless our families.
Please help us to be kind ahd help us
€0 3lways try our best.
Let us remember, as many hands make
a house,
So many hearts make a SChool.

Canton City Schools
August 18 - Grades K, 3, 6, 9, 10;
August 19 - All students
Jackson Local Schools
August 17 - K-12
Lake Local Schools
August 18 - Grades 1-9
August 19 - 10-12
August 25 - Kindergarten
North Canton City Schools
August 24 - Grades 1-3; 6 &9
August 25 - Grades 4-5, 7-8 & 10-12
August 28 - Kindergarten
Plain Local Schools
August 20 - Grades 1-12
August 25 & 26 - Kindergarten
Classical Conversations
August 18 - All students

We are excited to have this home-school group with us again
this school year. They will be using the Multi-Purpose Room,
the second floor Sunday School area, Rooms 103, 104, and
111 on Tuesdays from 8-3:30. We are so happy to have them
back. Thank you, Classical Conversations, for choosing Zion
UCC as your home!




Zeal for Zion

Aungust 2020

Page 3

July has been another
especially active month for
Zion’s Blessing Box! Given the
current unemployment rates
and rising cost of groceries the
activity and need at the box is
more than likely only going to
grow. This past month while
filling the box | had the opportunity to talk with a couple of the
individuals who rely on our Blessing Box for food and personal
items. There were two gentlemen that drove up in a newer
truck while | was there filling the box one day. | asked them if
there was anything they needed, the gentleman driving said I
just need something to eat” both men each left with 3 bags
filled with groceries and personal items. Then there was the
lady who came to the box dropped off a jar of gravy and took
a box of corn flakes when | was in the church preparing to fill
the box one day. When | stepped out of the church and asked
her if | could get her anything else she advised that the cereal
was all she needed, but she wanted me to know she left
something to replace the item she took. We also have a
homeless lady who is a Blessing Box regular, she visits the
box several times a day sometimes for a meal other times
only looking for something to drink (I always try to make sure
there is always bottled water available). These are just a few
examples of who Zion is serving with our Blessing Box with
the amount of food we go through weekly, | know there are
many more stories out there and way too much need!

Thank you to everyone who help fill the box both by bringing
groceries or by giving monetary donations. Monthly aside
from the food and product donations received from Zion
members and our caring neighbors, we also buy about $400
in groceries to keep the Blessing Box stocked. Most food
purchased comes from discounted or bulk grocers i.e. Sam’s
Club, Dollar Tree, Summer’s Market, and Aldi’'s where we can
purchase more groceries for less.

Some of the most popular items this summer have been:
Manwich, Pork and Beans, Pasta Sauce, Canned Tuna,
Canned Chicken, Beef Stew, Soups, flavored oatmeal
packets, Stove Top Stuffing, Spaghetti O’s, Beef Ravioli, and
Individual microwave packs of mac and cheese (the type that
only takes water) and condiments. Other popular items are
personal items i.e. toilet paper, toothpaste, tooth brushes,
deodorant, soap, dish soap, lotion, and laundry detergent (has
to be smaller bottles to fit in the box). Agape Bread Ministry
provides all the bread and bakery items free of charge and
has been a wonderful addition to the box.

Most recently we have been dealing with ant issues. While
your thoughtfulness to provide healthy food options in the box
is truly appreciated, please do not put fresh fruits, vegetables,
or anything that may draw ants in the box. Katie did receive a
complaint about the ants from a Blessing Box visitor. Ant traps
have been placed at the base of the box to try to address the
issue.

If you are interested in giving a monetary donation to support
the Blessing Box your check can be made out to Zion UCC
and in the comment section note Missions-Blessing
Box. Place it in an envelope with Blessing Box on the front of
the envelope and place it in the collection plate or you can just

drop your cash donation in the basket that sits on the Blessing
Box food table.

Thank you again for your very enthusiastic support of the
Blessing Box. It continues to be a wonderful outreach ministry
for Zion!

Brenda Shelkofsky, Mary Ann Fisher and the Missions
Committee
L L o A T

Thank you to Brenda Shelkofsky for everything you do for the
blessing box. Every day | see your dedication and willingness
to serve others. From purchasing/picking up food and
supplies to filling, cleaning and organizing the blessing box,
you have done an amazing job. Zion UCC and the
community are very lucky to have you.

Katie McCleaster
+++++++++++
To My Zion Church Family:

My time at Zion will always be treasured. | am truly grateful
for all of the retirement kindness shared with me through the
many cards, gifts, flowers and phone calls. A special thank
you to the Zion Consistory for the monetary gift. The Zion
family will always have a special place in my heart. Blessings
to all of you!

Sherry Sampson

s

7 Rules of Life

1. Letit go
~Never ruin a good day by thinking about a bad yesterday.
2. Ignore them

~Don't listen to other people. Live a life that's empowering
you.

4. Don’t compare

~The only person you should try to beat is the person you
were yesterday.

5. Stay calm

~It's ok not to have everything figured out. Know that in time,
you will get there.

6. It's on you
~Only you are in charge of your happiness.
7. Smile

~Life is short. Enjoy it while you have it.
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2nd: Megan McMinn, Victor Stefan
3rd: Darryl Flinn
5th: Rick Fisher
7th: Brenda Shelkofsky, Peg Kindy,

Molly Pittman, JoAnne Wheeland
8th: Keith Hart, Kathy Kirby
11th:
13th:
14th:
15th:
16th:
17th:
18th:
20th:
21st:
23rd:
24th:
25th:
26th:
27th:
29th:
30th:

31st: Peter Richards
+++++++++++++++

Peggy Queen

Charles Dobry, Brenda Green

John Fry, Maxine Post, Delores Schweitzer

Ron Kindy

Mickey Green, Meghan Howes

Don Hang, Megan Shoop

Marion Ball, Bob Fry

Gary Fogle

Tammy Morris

Brenda Oatley

Jack McCleaster, Kris Ramey

Bill Arnold, Anna Fleischman, Rebecca Renicker
Jordan Palmerton

Shirley Lundstrom, Robert Marquardt, Emily Witmer
Marge McClelland

Connie Hausenfleck

HAPPY
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Kurt & Sandy Hawkins Aug 15, 1998
Matt & Brenda Oatley Aug 18, 1990
Scott & Linda Van Vranken Aug 20, 1983
Garry & Frances Fisher Aug 27, 1966

o

Upper Room Devotionals

These July-August Devotionals are available in the Narthex or
the coffee table in the Cloister. Please consider a donation to
help offset the expense.

Wacky August Holidays
Aug 1- Campfire Day

"

Aug 2- National Ice Cream Sandwich Day

Aug 4- National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day

&

Aug 9- Book Lover’s Day

Aug 10- National S’'mores Day
Aug 13- Left Hander’s Day

Aug 16- National Tell a Joke Day
Aug 19- National Potato Day
Aug 25- National Banana Split Day )
Aug 26- National Dog Day

Aug 28- Stuffed Green Pepper Day
Aug 29- International Bacon Day
Aug 30- Toasted Marshmallow Day
Aug 31- National Eat Outside Day

Have fun and celebrate!!

O L

Oatmeal Breakfast

The Missions Team is looking for
volunteers to help with the Oatmeal
) Breakfast served at Crossroads United
Methodist Church, 120 Cleveland Ave
SW. You need to arrive by 6:30am.
Every Sunday, year round, about 100 men, women and
children count on that hot breakfast on Sunday morning.
Besides breakfast, the Church Pastor leads some singing and
shares some scripture and a short message. Volunteers are
needed on the 4th/5th Sunday of every month.  Sign up
sheets are on the information station in the Cloister or call the
church office at 330.499.8191. Nancy Dively will contact you
with more information. Thank you for sharing your time
serving our brothers and sisters in need of a hot breakfast.

R
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“Yesterday is history,

tOmMOrrow is @ mystery,

but today is a Sift.

That's why we Ccall it the present.”
- Winnie the Pooh

-
&
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Community Cashback Program

&
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Zion is once again participating in the
ACME Community Cashback Program. Starting August 6,
2020 bring your ACME receipts to the church and place them
in the box in the Cloister. What you would just toss in the
trash can bring money to Zion! Thank you for supporting the
Zion Missions Team!
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Pipe Organ Hymns+ September 3rd

If you enjoy hearing Zion’'s 1955 Schantz
Pipe Organ on Sunday mornings, pencil in
the first Thursday of each month at 1215 pm
and stop by the Sanctuary. Zion’s
organist, Ralph Morrison shares his amazing
talent playing hymn-based selections and
other pieces. He also shares a handout with
information on the musical selections. If you
have never stopped in, please come for this
special time of musical inspiration! You will
be glad you did!
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Grief Share-September 8th

GriefShare grief recovery seminar and
support group will be starting up their
fourth year next month on Tuesday,
September 8 from 6-8 pm. The class will
continue through December 1, 2020.
Anyone who has lost a loved one may
join us. Call the Church Office at
330.499.8191 between 9 am and 4 pm
to register. The $20 registration fee,
which includes your workbook, will be
collected the first evening that you
attend. If you have any questions or
would like more information, contact Connie  Hausenfleck at
330.495.7433. You may also check our church website:
OurZionUCC.org for full details.
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Rally Sunday-September 13th

.

Join us Sunday September 13th during the worship service to
bless our Sunday School teachers and youth as they get
ready to start a new Sunday School year!

+++++++++ R

Fall Sunday School-September 20th

It's hard to believe our 2020-
2021 Sunday School year will
begin next month with our Rally
Sunday on September 13 and
our first day of Sunday School
on September 20th. Sunday |
School will look a little different
this year as we practice social
distancing to keep everyone
safe. Adult Sunday School will
begin at 9:15 am and meet in
Beck Fellowship Hall. The youth will meet at 10:30 am, during
the worship service, and will be in the Multi-Purpose room or
the Pavilion (weather permitting). It will end when worship
ends. This year the youth will be learning about “Who God Is”
and “Who God Says We Are.” We are looking forward to a
wonderful Sunday School year!

I T S T S S

Main Street Fall Festival-September 26th
Cancelled

NORTH CANTON
da

@ %% el
%m HARVEST FESTIVAL

Unfortunately, this year's Main Street Fall Festival has been
cancelled. According to the North Canton Chamber of
Commerce, after talking with City Officials and their Board of
Directors, they believe this is the best option for the
community at this time. The Festival will be back next August
with new and exciting features!
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