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Sin and Sinner

By Rev. Eli O. Klingensmith

“Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance,” Luke 5:31.

My friend, of all the Christian doctrines, the understanding of sin is foundational. Yet sin is one of those words with
which many people struggle. We know it has been used by the church and by individuals to crush and inflict damage. Some
of us can speak directly to that experience. We also know that the experience of being forgiven our sin by grace and love of
God in Christ is deeply transformative. Many of us can also speak to that experience. We believe Jesus died on the cross
and bore our sins on that cross.

For many years I've had the opportunity to have conversations with other believers on why we believe sin matters.
More and more often | hear people sharing their opinions that we “shouldn’t talk about sin so much” because the way the term
has been used “to hurt others.” This view runs alongside the perceived as too negative. For some believers, the use of terms
such as “brokenness” and “mistake” seem more effective. | have known some individuals who have been crushed by the term
sin, especially when used to condemn them as individuals and to withhold the message of God’s grace from them because of
who they are. Make no mistake-the church can be sinful too, including the way it condemns those who seek Jesus.

But | also affirm this-that because a theological term has been abused in the past does not mean it can no longer be
used. Sin as a theological concept has no equivalent in English. That is because it holds two realities in tension. Yes, sin
includes our brokenness and our dysfunction and our wounds. Yet it also holds the necessary aspect of our responsibility for
the damage we inflict on ourselves, others and our relationship with God. We are simultaneously broken and culpable. That
is why grace, God’s amazing grace, has so much power when it sweeps down through us, when we know both healing and
forgiveness. For Jesus is our plumb line-the One who has taken on our sin and frees us from it, and who also holds out His
life as the standard against which we must measure our own.

Friend, as Christians we have tremendous power in the way we use language. We can be sinful in our use of lan-
guage-most of us have experienced that. But remember that for a hurting and suffering world, the message of sin and grace
is one that holds out life and hope--when said well, with love and with compassion. This is, after all, the heart, yes, the heart
of our message.

Consider these words from Martin Luther, who wrote centuries ago, “A truly Christian work is that we descend and get
mixed up in the mire of the sinner as deeply as he sticks there himself, taking his sin upon ourselves and floundering out of it
with him, not acting otherwise than if his sin were our own. We should rebuke and deal with him in earnest; yet we should not
despise but sincerely love him. If you are proud toward the sinner and despise him, you are utterly damned.”

Of all of our theological forbearers, Luther knew the experience of what it means to be a sinner and to be one saved
by grace.

May you and | know this liberation as well and share it freely in love.
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August 10 Consistory Meeting Highlights

+ Consistory continued to move forward with the Pastoral
Call for our Senior Pastor. A trial sermon is scheduled for
August 30, 2020 at our regular Sunday worship service.
A Congregational Meeting will be held immediately after
this service for the purpose of voting on extending a
Pastoral Call to Carl Pace. E-mail voting to
zionucc@gmail.com will be accepted until 5:00 pm on
Monday August 31, 2020.
¢ COVID 19 update: We are slowly opening our building to
committee meetings and outside activities. We are
practicing the wearing of masks, social distancing,
cleaning and disinfecting.
¢ Consistory voted to recommend repair of the West
Balcony roof for the sum of $23,370.00 using M.E.B.
Systems Inc. Additional work due to hidden damage will
be performed at $55/hour plus material. A vote to accept
this recommendation will be held at the August 30, 2020
Congregational Meeting.
¢ The Carillon is no longer in operable condition and is not
repairable. A Church member has offered to provide the
funds to replace the Carillon. A dedication of the new
Carillon will be scheduled when it is installed.
¢ Joey Cronin is in the process of earning the rank of Eagle
Scout. He is going to make Zion Church the recipient of
his service project. This will include providing a storage
area for our Blessing Box food, and hygiene items and
upgrading our Chapel in the Courtyard.
+ The Consistory officers for 2020-2021 will be:
Rick Fisher: President
Shirley Dobry: Vice President
Sarah Popa: Secretary
Pam Kakos: Treasurer

In God’s Service,

Rick Fisher
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We reach out in love to our Church family
- |and friends who have lost loved ones. May
¢ | God's blessing, comfort and peace surround
you and your family.

¢ The family and friends of Dr. Andrew Botschner who
passed away on May 17th.
The family and friends of Rev. Roy Wagner who passed
away on July 18th.

¢ Al & Sherry Sampson and family on the August 12th
passing of Al's father, Lloyd D. Sampson.

¢ Delores Schweitzer on the August 13th passing of her
brother, Roland Lindsay.

++++++++++H

The Church building will be closed on Monday
September 7th in observance of Labor Day!

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of
the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and
economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a
yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made
to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.
+++++++++ R

Did You Know That Zion Recycles?

You probably have seen the paper recycling bin in the
parking lot. That bin is filed by members, friends, and our
neighbors. The money generated by the paper bin goes to
support our youth programs.

Items accepted are:
Newspapers
Mail
Phonebooks
Office/School Paper
Magazines/Catalogs
Cardboard
Hard & Soft Bound Books

So please feel free to drop off your papers to be recycled and
help support our youth programs!
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To My Dear Zion Family,

Words and thoughts can never express strongly enough my
thankfulness for the phone calls, cards and memorial gifts
received during a difficult time in my life. Please accept my
sincere gratitude for the caring from each of you along with
God taking hold of my hand as He led me going forward with
my life. As many of us have learned when we lose the “Dear
One” in our lives, it does take a devoted Faith to guide us thru
these times.

Marilyn Giey

+++++++++ A+
Connie Hausenfleck,

Thank you for sending me the sermons every week. | will be
back to church as soon as they tell me I'm safe.

Nancy Danner
++++++++++++

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On behalf of the Street Hope Ministry of Dueber Church, |
thank you for your generous donation of $100. Each
Thursday night we spend a few hours ministering to those
who are living in sub-standard housing or on the streets of the
city of Canton. We serve hot soup in the winter months and
grill hot dogs during the summer. Due to COVID-19, we have
had to temporarily end our distribution of clothing. However,
we hope to be back to that portion of our ministry soon.

Thank you for your donation and for the work that you do in
our community.

Katy Walters

++++++++++++++++++ R
Dear Rev. Eli and Zion UCC,

We thank you for the lovely floral arrangement and for your
many cards. Roy loved his years at Zion and our family has

many good memories.

Judy, Chris and Sara (Wagner)

Dear Rev. Klingensmith and the Congregation at Zion UCC,

On behalf of the many thousands who benefit from the
services provided by Community Harvest and the Akron-
Canton Regional Foodbank all year, thank you for your recent
donation of $200 during your 2nd Quarter of Giving.

Though Northeast Ohioans are headed back to work, Feeding
America estimates a 42% increase in the number of people
facing food insecurity due to COVID-19. We expect the
aftermath of the coronavirus to negatively impact families for
the rest of the year.

Supporting the members of our community who need it now
more than ever is our top priority. We appreciate community
members like you who are standing strong with us throughout
this difficult time. Thank you for helping feed people and fight
hunger.

Our response to feed families and children in our local
community during these difficult times would not be possible
without committed and passionate volunteers, donors, and
hunger-relief partners. We appreciate your support!

Faith Barbato
Program Director, Community Harvest.
++++++++++H AR

Zion United Church of Christ,

You are a special group of believers and have been and still
are a blessing to my sister, Becky Dahler, and | thank you for
that. | had come with Becky at the beginning of the year and
the message was one | needed to hear about trusting God. It
was as if Rev. Eli was talking right to me. God has done so
many great things in my life and has seen me through a lot.
“God is Great!”

May God bless you and yours, be safe and stay healthy,
Brenda Bischoff
+++++++++

Rev. Eli,

My dad, Glen Forney, wanted me to make a memorial
donation for him and my mom, Verla, after he passed. Zion
UCC was such a huge part of their lives and he always loved
getting the cards and newsletters after he moved to Florida.

Thank you Eli for a beautiful service for Dad!!
God Bless,

Barb Reikowsky
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Pipe Organ Hymns+ - September 3rd

If you enjoy hearing Zion’s 1955 Schantz
Pipe Organ on Sunday mornings, pencil in
the first Thursday of each month at 12:15
pm and stop by the Sanctuary. Our
organist, Ralph Morrison, shares his great
talent playing hymn-based selections and
other pieces (that is the “+”). He also has a
handout with information on the musical
selections. Please join Ralph on
September 3 at 12:15 pm in the Sanctuary for Pipe Organ
Hymns +.
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Bells of Zion- September 3rd

There will be a Bells of Zion meeting to
plan our year on September 3 at 6:15
pm. We will meet in the Cloister. For
those interested in ringing handbells
this year, stop in and see what it is all
about! Any requests for the handbells to
play for a church program or outside
event should be made known to Ralph
or a bell member by September 1 or
sooner. The first rehearsal for Bells of
Zion is Thursday, September 10 at 6:15 pm.
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Chancel Choir- Postponed

Please join us as we begin another year of joyful singing. Our
Director of Music, Michael Lucas, has great music planned!

No experience necessary, just a love of singing to the Lord!
Bring a friend. All are welcome!

Join the(lh@mr

Grief Share- September 8th

GriefShare grief recovery seminar and
support group will start their fourth year this
month on Tuesday, September 8 from 6-8
pm. The class continues through December
1, 2020. Anyone who has lost a loved one
may join us. Call the Church Office at
330.499.8191 between 9 am and 4 pm to
register. The $20 registration fee includes
your workbook and will be collected the first
evening that you attend. If you have any
questions or would like more information, contact Connie
Hausenfleck at 330.495.7433. You may also check our church
website:  OurZionUCC.org for full details.

+++++++++ R

Rally Sunday- September 13th
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Join us Sunday September 13th
during the worship service to bless
our Sunday School teachers and
youth as they get ready to start a
new Sunday School year!
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Fall Sunday School- September 20th

It's here!! Our 2020-2021
Sunday School year begins this
month with our Rally Sunday on
September 13th and our first day
of Sunday School on
September 20th. Sunday School
will look a little different this year
as we practice social distancing
to keep everyone safe. The ALF
Sunday School class will begin at
9:15 am and meet in Beck
Fellowship Hall. The Kum Join
Us Sunday School class will
meet at 9:15 am in Room 111.
The youth will meet at 10:30 am,

during the worship service, and will be in the Multi-Purpose

room or the Pavilion (weather permitting). It will end when
worship ends. This year the youth will be learning about “Who
God Is” and “Who God Says We Are.” We are looking
forward to a wonderful Sunday School year!
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'-"'---.- 7th: Tasia Asberry, Matilda Morris,
Emily Streb

8th: Elisabeth Stentz

9th: Hailey McCleaster, Jim McClusky

12th: Katie McCleaster, Michael Melin, Janet Swihart

15th: Travis Warstler

18th: Lavonne Greenho, Marcy Klee

19th: John Yoder, David Young

20th: Shirley Forney

21st: Austin Okray

22nd: Donna Brandau

24th: Judy Johanning

27th: Paula Merten

28th: Tom Ziegelhofer

29th: Tom Pasquale

30th: Justin Stock, Kaitlyn Stock
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HAPPY

AUMIVERSARY
Al & Sherry Sampson Sept 2, 1978
Joe & Linda Cronin Sept 6, 1997
Ron & Linda Boeshart Sept 12, 1981
Chris & Linda Cole Sept 12, 1992
Craig & Linda Kindy Sept 12, 1981
Bob & Jeannine Shambaugh  Sept 16, 1989
Jacquie & Matthew Ferrel Sept 19, 2009
Dean & Pam Kakos Sept 21, 1985
David & Donna Brandau Sept 22, 1973
Bob & Connee Kneen Sept 24, 1983

Jillian & Matt Calabretta Sept 25, 2010

Silly September Holiday’s
Sept 5- Cheese Pizza Day
Sept 6- Read a Book Day
Sept 8- National Date Nut Bread Day
Sept 9- National Teddy Bear Day
Sept 10- Swap Ideas Day
Sept 12- Chocolate Milkshake Day

Sept 13- National Kids Take Over The Kitchen Day
Sept 14- National Cream-Filled Donut Day
Sept 16- National Play-Doh Day

Sept 19- National Butterscotch Pudding Day
Sept 20- National Pepperoni Pizza Day
Sept 21- Miniature Golf Day

Sept 22- Elephant Appreciation Day
Sept 25- National Comic Book Day

Sept 28- National Good Neighbor Day
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Community Cashback Program

Zion is once again participating in the
= ACME Community Cashback Program.
—— Please continue to bring your ACME
MMM@Z receipts dated August 6, 2020 through
December 26, 2020 to the church and
place them in the box in the Cloister. What you would just
toss in the trash will bring money to Zion! Thank you for
supporting the Zion Missions Team!
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Happiness is the
richest thing we will
ever own.

--Donald Duck




2020 Zlon Um'red Chur'ch of Chr'lst Calendar

Phone: 330.499.8191 Email: ZionUCC@gmail.com Facebook: Zion UCC North Canton Website: OurZionUCC.org

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAWEDNESDAWHURSDAYRI DAYSATURD
1 2 3 4 5
8-330 CC 1215 Pipe Organ 4 Wedding 10 Sponsored
9 Quilters - 223 Hymns + Rehearsal - S Group - MP/104/109
915 TOPS -C 615 Bell Meeting - 8 AA - MP
10 Staff - P Cloister
7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP 7 Troop 111 - B12/
B13/MP
6 7 Labor Day 8 9 10 1 12
8-330 CC
1030 Worship Church Building 9 Quilters - 223 615 Bells - S 12 October Z e a | |10 Sponsored
3 Rennicker Closed 915 TOPS - C 7 Troop 111 - B12/ Info Due - Office | Group - MP/104/109
Wedding 10 Staff - P B13/MP 8 AA - MP
630 AA-MP/104/109 6-8 Grief Share - C
6 Mem & Gifts - P
630 Missions - L
7 Executive - O
7 Property - 103
7 Christian Ed - 104 PATRIOT DAY
7 Troop 1 - SR/MP Wt
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Rally Sunday
630 Consistory - 103 | 8-330 CC 615 Bells - S 8 AA - MP 10 Sponsored
1030 Worship 9 Quilters - 223 7 Troop 111 -B12/ Group - MP/104/109
630 AA-MP/104/109 915 TOPS - C B13/ MP
10 Staff - P
6-8 Grief Share - C
6 Troop 1
Committee - MP
7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
915 Adult SS -B/111 8-330 CC - % 615 Bells - S 8 AA - MP 10 Sponsored
1030 Youth SS -MP/ 9 Quilters - 223 % 3&"’*’ 7 Troop 111 - B12/ Group - MP/104/109
PV 915 TOPS - C - e B13/MP
1030 Worship 10 Staff - P * :
630 AA-MP/104/109 6-8 Grief Share - C
7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP
27 29 30 Events and ROOM CODES
630 Oatmeal megtlngs are B - Beck Hall
Breakfast - Canton 8-330 CC subject to C - Chapel
915 Adult SS -B/111 9 Quilters - 223 Change_ Please CSR -Cub Scout Rm
1015 Youth SS-MP/ 915 TOPS - C refer to the L - Library
PV 10 Staff - P . O - Office
1030 Worship 6-8 Grief Share - C weekly bulletins P - Parlor
630 AA-MP/104/109 7 Troop 1 - SR/IMP MP - Multi-Purpose
S - Sanctuary
SR - Scout Room
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